
 

Year 10  
The Rationale 
Year 10 builds on knowledge of the 20th century gained in Year 9 by focusing on the international aspect of the GCSE course. 
Beginning with the study of Weimar and Nazi Germany (usually started at the end of Year 9), students consider the impact WWI had 
on Germany as they chart the changes from revolution to democracy to fascist dictatorship under Hitler. They then consider how 
Hitler maintained his dictatorship in Germany and what life was like for different groups living under Nazi rule. This paper asks 
students to focus on history as interpretation, requiring students to engage with debate and alternative views, analysing and 
evaluating those views and applying their own knowledge as they defend their own positions within the debate. The final unit is 
looking at the Cold War, from 1941 through to 1991. This unit requires students to identify narrative patterns through the evolution 
of events, identifying causes and consequences of events as they debate their significance and builds on their political awareness as 
they consider the impact of communist and capitalist ideologies on world affairs. Finally, we look at the Breadth Study in which 
students are asked to consider the nature of change, and the reasons for it, across the theme of Crime and Punishment, circa 1000 
to the present day, which is continued into Year 11. 
 

 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Half Term 3 Spring Half Term 4 Summer Term 5 Summer Term 6 

Curriculum 
Knowledge  

GCSE Paper 3: 
Weimar and Nazi 
Germany, 1918-1939 
 
Key Topic 2: Hitler’s 
Rise to Power 1918-
1939. 
Key Topic 3: Nazi 

Control & 

Dictatorship, 1933-39 

GCSE Paper 3: 

Weimar and Nazi 

Germany, 1918-1939 

Key Topic 4: Life in 

Nazi Germany, 1933-

39 

GCSE Paper 2: The 
Cold War, 1941-1991 

GCSE Paper 2: The 
Cold War, 1941-1991 

 
Key Topic 2: Cold War  
Crises, 1958-70 
Key Topic 3: The end 

of the Cold War, 

1970-91 

GCSE Paper 1: Crime 
& Punishment 
Through Time 
 
KT1 – c.1000-c.1500: 
Crime, Punishment 
and Law Enforcement 
in Medieval England 

GCSE Paper 1: Crime 

and Punishment 

Through Time 

 
KT2 – c1500-c1700: 
Crime, Punishment 
and Law Enforcement 
and Early Modern 
England 
 

GCSE Paper 1: Crime 

and Punishment 

Through Time 

 
KT3 – c1700-1900: 
Crime, Punishment 
and Law 
Enforcement in the 
18th and 19th 

History 

Quote “History cannot give us a program for the future, but it can give us a fuller understanding of ourselves, and of our common humanity, so that we can 

better face the future.” 



 

Key Topic 1: The 

Origins of the Cold 

War, 1941-58. 

Centuries (Industrial 
Period) 

Subject Skills 
 
 
 

● Causation and 
Consequence 

● Awareness of 
History as 
interpretation 

● Evaluation of 
Historical 
Interpretations 

● Source analysis 
● Extended writing 

in defence of 
judgement 

● Debate and oral 
discussion 

● Causation and 

Consequence 

● Awareness of 

History as 

interpretation 

● Evaluation of 

Historical 

Interpretations 

● Source analysis 

● Extended writing 

in defence of 

judgement 

● Debate and oral 

discussion 

Paper 2 Cold War KT1 

● Causation and 

consequence 

● Sequencing and 

Historical 

Narrative 

● Analysis and 

Evaluation in 

order to come to 

a substantiated 

judgement 

● Debate and oral 

discussion 

 

● Causation and 

consequence 

● Sequencing and 

Historical 

Narrative 

● Analysis and 

Evaluation in 

order to come to 

a substantiated 

judgement 

● Debate and oral 

discussion 

● Breadth study – 
Change and 
continuity 

● Source analysis 
and inference 
skills 

● Explaining 
Causation 

● Extended Writing, 
analysis and 
evaluation 

● Debate and oral 
discussion 

● Breadth study – 
Change and 
continuity 

● Source analysis 
and inference 
skills 

● Explaining 
Causation 

● Extended Writing, 
analysis and 
evaluation 

● Debate and oral 
discussion 

● Breadth study – 
Change and 
continuity 

● Source analysis 
and inference 
skills 

● Explaining 
Causation 

● Extended 
Writing, analysis 
and evaluation 

● Debate and oral 

discussion 



Tier 3 Vocabulary • Anti-Semitism 
• Lebensraum 
• Aryan 
• Swastika 
• Fascist 
• SA 
• Propaganda 
• Nationalism 
• Trade union 
• SS 
• SD 
• Gestapo 

● Concentratio

n camp 

● Informant 

● Censorship 

● Rally 

● Resistance 

● Opposition 

● Conformity 

● Lebensborn 

● Indoctrinatio

n 

● Autobahn 

● Eugenics 

● Racial 

hygiene 

● Boycott 

● Pogrom 

● Voksgemeins

chaft 

● Euthenasia 

Paper 2 Cold War KT1 

 

● Capitalism 

● Communism 

● Cold War 

● Grand 

Alliance 

● Coalition 

● Containment 

● Cominform 

● Comecon 

● Blockade 

● Deterrent 

● Nuclear 

weapons 

● Hawks 

● Doves 

● Non-

proliferation 

● Brinkmanship 

● Proxy war 

● Doctrine 

● Détente 

● Uprising 

● Ratification 

● Perestroika 

● Glasnost 

● Re-unification 

● Crime 
● Enforcement 
● Punishment 
● Bloodfeud 
● Wergild 
● Corporal 

punishment 
● Capital 

punishment 
● Retribution 
● Deterrent 
● Murdrum fine 
● Forest laws 
● Conquest 
● Feudal 

system 
● Collective 

responsibility 
● Hue and cry 
● Sanctuary 
● Clergy 
● Trial by 

ordeal 

● Vagabondage 
● Witchcraft 
● Smuggling 
● Transportatio

n 
● Poaching 
● Smuggling 
● Highway 

robbery 
● Magistrate 

● Bloody Code 

● Police 
● Constable 
● Nightwatch

man 
● Thief taker 
● Transportati

on 
● Poaching 
● Smuggling 
● Highway 

robbery 
● Reform 
● Prison 
● Humanitaria

n 



● Conventional 

weapons 

● Arms race 

How can you help 
your child engage 
with the content? 

- Ask questions about the topic. 

- Encourage them to back up any judgements made in discussion with justification. 

- Encourage debate and defence of judgements with evidence in any context. 

- Discuss the relevance of the Cold War to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the “Second Cold War” that has emerged in the 2020s. 

- Encourage watching documentaries relevant to the current topic. There are many documentaries on Nazi Germany on BBC iPlayer, 

including ‘The Nazis: A Warning from History’. The Cold War also has many documentaries on it – a very good documentary film includes 

‘The Fog of War’.  

- Support with provision of revision guides 

Curriculum 
Opportunities  

History Society 
 
 
 

History Society 
 

History Society 
 

History Society 
 

History Society History Society 
 

Career Links Law, International Relations, International Development, Civil Service, Journalism, Media and Broadcasting, Heritage and Museums, Education, 
Travel and Tourism 

Year 11 
Year 11 continues with the Breadth Study in which students are asked to consider the nature of change, and the reasons for it, 
across the theme of Crime and Punishment, circa 1000 to the present day. In this unit, students are asked to consider how and why 
attitudes towards crimes and approaches to law enforcement and punishment change over time, thinking about diverse drivers of 
historical change such as religious beliefs, ideas, technology, government and leadership, urbanisation and economic conditions. 
They are asked to compare and contrast periods, looking at similarities and differences, as well as causal factors and ultimately are 
required to form their own judgements in response to questions posed. The unit finishes with the Historic Environment study, which 
focuses students on Whitechapel in the 1880s as study the responses to the Jack the Ripper murders through primary evidence and 
archival materials. Students are invited visit Whitechapel in London to explore the modern-day environment of the Jack the Ripper 
murders first hand. The final major unit is the British Depth Study, in which students study the reign of Elizabeth I from 1558 to 
1588. In this unit students are asked to consider the challenges Elizabeth I faced as queen, from the religious turmoil of the 
reformation to the political differences with the Spanish Empire through to the problems posed by being a female monarch, as well 
as looking more widely at Elizabethan society, exploration and the beginnings of empire in the Americas.  
 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Half Term 3 Spring Half Term 4 Summer Term 5 Summer Term 6 



Curriculum content GCSE Paper 1: Crime 

and Punishment 

Through Time 

 

KT4 – c. 1900-

present: Crime, 

Punishment and Law 

Enforcement in the 

20th Century (modern 

period) 

 

KT5 - Historic 

Environment Study: 

Whitechapel, c. 1870-

c. 1900: Crime, 

policing and the inner 

city 

 

GCSE Paper 1: Crime 

and Punishment 

Through Time 

 

Continued from 

Autumn Term 1 

KT5 - Historic 

Environment Study: 

Whitechapel, c. 1870-

c. 1900: Crime, 

policing and the inner 

city 

 
GCSE Paper 2 Early 
Elizabethan England, 
1558-1588 
 
KT1: Elizabethan 
Government and 
Religion, 1558-88.  

GCSE Paper 2 Early 
Elizabethan England, 
1558-1588 
 
Continued from 
Autumn Term 2 
KT1: Elizabethan 
Government and 
Religion, 1558-88. 
 
KT2: Challenges at 
Home and Abroad, 
1569-88, including 
the threat from 
Catholic Plots, Mary 
Queen of Scots and 
the Spanish Armada 

GCSE Paper 2 Early 
Elizabethan England, 
1558-1588 
 
KT3: Elizabethan 
Society in the Age of 
Exploration, 1558-88, 
including Leisure, 
education, poverty 
and the expansion of 
colonial England to 
the Americas. 

EXAMS EXAMS 

Subject Skills 
 
 
 
 

● Breadth study – 
Change and 
continuity 

● Source analysis 
and inference 
skills 

● Explaining 
Causation 

● Extended Writing, 
analysis and 
evaluation 

● Debate and oral 
discussion 

Historic Environment 

● Source 
analysis 

● Source utility 
● Following up 

a source for 
an historical 
enquiry 

● Source 
inference 
skills 

 
Paper 2 – EEE KT1 
● Depth Study – 

Causation and 
Consequence 

Paper 2 – EEE KT2 

● Depth Study – 
Causation and 
Consequence 

● Prioritising and 
coming to 
judgements  

● Creating evidence 
supported 
analysis and 
evaluation. 

● Extended writing 
● Debate and oral 

discussion 

● Depth Study – 
Causation and 
Consequence 

● Prioritising and 
coming to 
judgements  

● Creating evidence 
supported 
analysis and 
evaluation. 

● Extended writing 
● Debate and oral 

discussion 

  



● Prioritising and 
coming to 
judgements  

● Creating evidence 
supported 
analysis and 
evaluation. 

● Extended writing 
● Debate and oral 

discussion 

Tier 3 Vocabulary ● Borstal 

● ASBO 

● Non-custodial 

● Custodial 

● Restorative 

justice 

● Abolished 

● Miscarriage 

of justice 

● Terrorism 
● Racism 
● Cybercrime 
● Fraud 
● Homosexualit

y 
● Abortion 
● Conscription 
● Tribunal 
● Conscientious 

objector 

● Census 

● Overcrowding 

● Sanitation 

● Poor relief 

● Workhouse 

● Immigration 

● Anarchy 

● Post-mortem 

● Forensic 

● Investigation 

● Socialism 

● Capitalism 

● Protection 

racket 

● Prostitution 

● Alcoholism 

● Fenian 

● Memoir 
 
Paper 2 – EEE KT1 
 

● Reformation 

● Privy Council 

● Yeoman 

● Merchants 

● Illegitimate 

Paper 2 – EEE KT2 

● Foreign policy 

● New World 

● Privateer 

● Agents 

provocateurs 

● Circumnavigate 

● Autonomy 

● Sacking 

● Expeditionary 

force 

● Mercenary 

● Education 
● Leisure 
● Golden Age 
● Propaganda 
● Social mobility 
● Enclosure 
● Recession 
● Vagabondage 
● Colony 
● Empire 
● Native 

  



● Roman 

Catholic 

● Protestant 

● Puritan 

● Excommunica

tion 

● Recusant 

● Vestment 

● Revolt 

How can you engage 
with your child?  

Ask questions about the topic. 
Encourage them to back up any judgements made in discussion with justification. 
Encourage debate 
Visit Lancaster Castle – used as a prison from medieval times until 2011, location of the Pendle Witch Trials in 1612. Very useful for seeing 
changes in crime and punishment over time. 
Encourage watching documentaries relevant to the current topic – The David Starkey series ‘Elizabeth’ follows the course particularly well and 
the movies ‘Elizabeth’ and ‘Elizabeth The Golden Age’ are an excellent accompaniment to engage and develop a sense of period. 
Support with provision of revision guides 

Curriculum 
Opportunities 
 

History Society 
 

History Society 
London trip to 
Whitechapel and the 
Golden Hind 

History Society History Society History Society History Society 

Career Links Law, International Relations, International Development, Civil Service, Journalism, Media and Broadcasting, Heritage and Museums, Education, 
Travel and Tourism 

 


