
 

Year 10  
The Rationale: The course is all coursework based and consists of three units. Component 1 ‘Exploring music products and styles’ is 
worth 30% and is completed by May in year 10. Component 2 ‘Music skills development’ is worth 30% and is completed in the 
autumn term of year 11. Component 3 ‘Responding to a music brief’ is a 40% controlled assessment which is completed by May of 
year 11. A theme is released each year for each component which students need to reference in their work. Students receive a 
weekly subsidised individual instrumental lesson to help support their performance skills.  
 

 Autumn Term  Spring Half Term  
 

Summer Term  
 

● Curriculum 
Knowledge  

Component 1 

Through focused listening and music-making 
activities, learners will explore a variety of 
musical styles and understand the key 
features of different styles of music and their 
use of musical elements. They should apply 
stylistic features to performance, composition 
and music production activities.  

• Know Iconic composers, artists, bands 
and producers who have influenced 
and impacted musical styles.  

• Know the impact of technology on 
musical styles, instruments, 
production and recording. 

• Know the context, musical elements, 
stylistic features and characteristics of 
Samba Music. 

• Know the instrumental techniques for 
the samba drums including surdo, 

• Know the context, musical elements, 
stylistic features and characteristics of 
reggae Music. 

• Know how to perform a skank rhythm 
and a one drop drum beat. 

• Know how to perform in a reggae style 
while taking part in a small ensemble 
performance. 

• Know how to compose a 30-60 second 
reggae composition in SoundTrap, 
ensuring it is stylistically accurate.  

• Know the context, musical elements, 
stylistic features and characteristics of 
Rock n Roll Music. 

• Know how to perform the 12 bar blues 
chord pattern. 

Component 2 
Learners will explore professional techniques 
for musicians and look at how musicians 
share their music with others. They will learn 
to use a variety of methods of evidencing 
processes and outcomes and communicating 
skills development. 

• Know how to self-assess 
performance & production skills 
using key terminology. 

• Know the importance of reflecting on 
past performances & production 
skills and identifying areas for 
improvement. 

• Know how to document 
performance & production 
experiences and set relevant goals. 

Music 

When words fail, music speaks- Hans Christian Andersen 



agogo, Caixa, repinique and 
tambourim. 

• Know the different rhythms of Samba 
Funk and take part in a class 
performance demonstrating 
instrumental technique. 

• Know the context, musical elements, 
stylistic features and characteristics of 
film Music. 

• Using knowledge of film music and the 
musical elements, students compose a 
30-60 second composition for a scene 
in Gladiator. 

• Know how to outline strategies for 
improvement based on self-
assessment. 

• Know how to interpret a given theme 
for selecting appropriate  
performance and production  pieces. 

• Know how to formulate clear, 
achievable targets for technical and 
interpretational skills. 

Subject Skills 
 
 
 

• Know how to perform with 
instrumental technique on the samba 
drums. 

• Performing ostinatos and call and 
response patterns. 

• Maintaining own rhythm in part of a 
group performance. 

• Know how to analyse unfamiliar 
music.  

• Know how to manipulate sound files 
in SoundTrap.  

• Know how to use production 
techniques in a film music 
composition. 

• Know how to time stamp a samba 
song & piece of film music, 
highlighting specific 
techniques/elements heard.  

• Know how to perform reggae music 
with instrumental technique. 

• Know how to compose a pentatonic 
reggae melody in SoundTrap 

• Know how to perform a skank rhythm 
on the keyboard and ukulele/guitar. 

• Know how to perform a one drop 
drum beat on a cajon/drum kit. 

• Know how to perform various film 
music melodies with good 
instrumental technique. 

• Know how to time stamp a reggae & 
rock n roll song, highlighting specific 
techniques/elements heard. 

• Know the key professional & 
production skills required in music 
performance , such as time 
management and collaboration. 

• Know specific instrumental and 
production techniques and ways 
these can be reflected on and 
improved.  

Tier 3 vocabulary  Homophonic, polyphonic, unison, sonic features, scales, modes, scales, chords, inversions, chord sequences, metre, tempo, BPM, syncopation, 
swing, one drop, skank, polyrhythms, phrasing, verse, chorus, 12 bar blues, conjunct, disjunct, motif, riff, sampling, looping, quantisation, 
sequencing, automation, tuning, expression, techniques, harmony, manipulation. 



How can you help 
your child engage 
with the content? 

School subsidise music lessons so that anyone 
who takes music at KS4 has a free 
instrumental lesson once a week. Please 
encourage your child to practice regularly on 
their instrument and to attend their lessons.  
 
Supporting your child to listen to a range of 
unfamiliar music. 
 
Support your child complete their weekly song 
analysis write up. 
 
 

Encouraging students to practice their 
instrumental lessons- a half termly report will 
be sent home for you to give an overview on 
their progress. 
 
Encourage and support your child to upload all 
component 1 work by Easter to Google 
Classroom. 
 
Support your child complete their weekly song 
analysis write up. 
 

Encouraging students to regularly practice on 
their instruments and to attend their 
instrumental lessons.  
 
Help your child develop in confidence by 
listening to them practice their instrument.  
 
Encourage your child to complete their 
weekly progress log.  

Curriculum 
Opportunities  

All students who take music as an option at 
KS4 have subsided music lessons to help 
support coursework. 
There are a range of extra curricular clubs and 
performance opportunities to get involved in 
e.g. band night, Festive Concert, Carol Service, 
singing at local care homes, school musical. 

All students who take music as an option at 
KS4 have subsided music lessons to help 
support coursework. 
There are a range of extra curricular clubs and 
performance opportunities to get involved in 
e.g. band nights, Spring concert, school 
musical.  
 
KS4 Music visit to LIPA (Liverpool Institute of 
Performing Arts) where they are given a tour 
of the facilities, take part in 2 workshops and 
learn about different performing arts courses 
available post 16.  

All students who take music as an option at 
KS4 have subsided music lessons to help 
support coursework. 
There are a range of extra curricular clubs 
and performance opportunities to get 
involved in e.g. band nights, school musical, 
CAPA evening. 

Career Links Case study of a professional musician looking at their career to date. Students learn about job roles in the performing and production 
industries. Students visit LIPA and have a tour of the facilities and learn about the different courses available. 

Year 11 
The Rationale 
Students complete component 2 in the autumn term and component 3 by May. A controlled assessment brief is released in January 
for component 3, outlining 10 songs and 4 styles of music students can choose from for their final product.   

 
 

 Autumn Term  
 

Spring Half Term  
 

Summer Term  



Curriculum 
knowledge 

Component 2 
• Know the significance of aligning song 

choice with ability and performance 7 
production requirements targets to 
the theme and technical demands of 
selected pieces. 

• Know how to formulate clear, 
achievable targets for technical and 
interpretational skills. 

• Know the key professional skills 
required in music performance & 
production , such as time 
management and collaboration. 

• Know how to link performance & 
production targets to the theme and 
technical demands of selected pieces. 

• Know how to complete milestone 
recordings demonstrating 
performance & production progress. 

• Know how to evaluate progress 
through milestone logs, reflecting on 
rehearsal outcomes. 

• Know how to use video analysis to 
monitor technical improvements and 
ensemble performance. 

• Know the process of preparing for 
final performance recordings, 
including technical warm-ups. 

• Know how to perform a two-minute 
themed piece with appropriate 
technical and interpretational skills. 

• Know how to compose and finalize a 2 
minute production piece. 

• Know how to assess progress made on 
individual performance and 
professional skill targets. 

Component 3 
This external component builds on the 
knowledge, understanding and skills acquired 
and developed in Components 1 and 2 and 
allows learners to apply the musical skills and 
techniques they have explored and developed. 
A task worth 60 marks will be completed 
under supervised conditions. The supervised 
assessment period is 3 hours and should be 
arranged in the period timetabled by Pearson. 
The assessment availability is May/June only. 
First assessment is May 2024. 

• Know how to use knowledge & skills 
developed from components 1 & 2 
prepares students for component 3.  

• Know how to research the 4 different 
styles of music and highlight their key 
characteristics.  

• Know how to use the musical 
elements to analyse the component 3 
songs.   

• Know how to write a proposal for their 
activity 1, justifying how their song 
and genre choice matches the theme. 

• Know how to work independently to 
arrange & compose one of the songs 
in a new style. 

• Know how to work independently to 
arrange & compose one of the songs 
in a new style. 

● Know how to evaluate the success of 
the final product. 



Subject skills 
 
 
 
 

• Know how to set SMART targets for 
performance & production. 

• Know how to make minor adjustments 
on SoundTrap for production. 

• Know how to develop technical 
exercises tailored to chosen 
performance & production pieces. 

• Know how to monitor and adjust 
performance & production techniques 
based on rehearsal feedback. 

• Know how to conduct thorough 
evaluations of final performance & 
production recordings. 

•  

• Know how to source suitable 
stems/midi files for their song choice.  

• Know how to apply knowledge of a 
genre of music to a song in a different 
style. 

• Know how to time stretch and make 
small adjustments in SoundTrap. 

• Know how to consider time restraints 
in the project and manage time 
effectively.  

• Know how to submit the final 
composition in a suitable format. 

• Know how to screen shot and 
evaluate the composition, using 
stylistic traits.  

Tier 3 Vocabulary  Riff, sampling, looping, quantisation, sequencing, automation, tuning, expression, techniques, harmony, manipulation, chord progression, 
techniques, musical devices, practice routine, plugins, compression, EQ, warm ups.   

How can you engage 
with your child?  

Encourage your child to practice regularly on 
their instrument and to attend their weekly 
instrumental lessons. Showing an interest in 
their rehearsals and listening to them 
perform. 
Encouraging them to take part in extra 
curricular music groups and performances. 
 
 
 

Encourage your child to practice regularly on 
their instrument and to attend their weekly 
instrumental lessons.  
To show an interest in their composition.  
To encourage your child to have a good work 
regime and meet deadlines.  
 
 

Encourage your child to practice regularly on 
their instrument and to attend their weekly 
instrumental lessons.  
Encourage your child to take part in extra 
curricular music activities. 
To encourage your child to have a good work 
regime and meet deadlines.  
 

Curriculum 
Opportunities 
 

Various performance opportunities including 
festive concert,  carol service, singing at local 
care homes, assemblies e.g. end of term, 
school musical rehearsals. 

There are a range of extra curricular clubs and 
performance opportunities to get involved in 
e.g. band nights, Spring concert, school 
musical.  
 

Opportunities to gain experience in putting 
on a music event in school e.g. band night 
and carrying out specific job roles 
There are a range of extra curricular clubs 
and performance opportunities to get 
involved in e.g. band nights, school musical, 
CAPA evening. 

Career Links Students explore different career pathways in music. Students complete a case study on a musician, focussing on their career journey to date.   

 


