
 

Year 10  

 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

Curriculum 
Knowledge  

Component 1; Theme 1. 
Relationships. 

Students will know non-
religious perspectives as 
well as a range of Christian 
beliefs and teachings on:  
 
● Sex before marriage 

and cohabitation  
● The purples of families  
● Purpose of sex  
● Marriage, adultery 

and divorce  
 

Component 1; Theme 1. 
Relationships. (continued) 

Students will know non-
religious perspectives as 
well as a range of Christian 
beliefs and teachings on:  
● Same sex 

relationships  
● Contraception 

 
Cultural Capital – 
Understanding that not all 
people of the same faith 
share the same views.  

Component 1, Theme 2. 
Good and Evil (continued) 

● The death penalty 
and other forms 
punishment such as 
prison 

● Forgiveness 

 

Fundamental British 

Values – Mutual Respect – 

Rule of Law 

Component 1; Theme 3. 

Life and Death (continued) 

Students will know non-
religious perspectives as 
well as a range of Christian 
beliefs and teachings on:  
● Euthanasia 

● Funerals and their 

meaning 

 
Fundamental British 

Values – Individual Liberty 

Component 1; Theme 4. 

Human Rights (continued) 

Students will know non-
religious perspectives as 
well as a range of Christian 
beliefs and teachings on:  
● Beliefs and teaching 

about prejudice and 
discrimination  

● Ethical considerations 
about the use of 
wealth.  

Component 2; Christian 
Beliefs (continued) 
 
Students will know beliefs 
and teachings about:  
● The Incarnation, 

crucifixion; 
Resurrection, 
Ascension, Atonement 
and salvation.  

Sin as a way to prevent 
salvation 
 
 

Religious Studies GCSE 

Year 10  
To have young philosophers and theologians who have a passion to engage with and explore religion and beliefs, religious and non-religious. Through this passion for enquiry, pupils can question, develop, 
and deepen their own sense of spirituality and appreciate and understand other beliefs and world views whilst working towards academic brilliance. 
 
The study of Eduqas Religious Studies explores two major world religions in depth—Christianity and Buddhism—while also providing some coverage of other faiths such as Islam. Additionally, it delves into 
four contemporary ethical themes, offering a well-rounded understanding of religion and ethics today. Students will be challenged with questions about belief, values, meaning, purpose and truth, enabling 
them to develop their own attitudes towards religious and contemporary issues. They will gain an appreciation of how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our culture. Students can expect to 
develop analytical and critical thinking skills and develop the ability to work with abstract ideas. 
 
Students will: 

apply knowledge and understanding of two religions 
apply knowledge and understanding of key sources of wisdom and authority including scripture and/or sacred texts, where appropriate, which support contemporary religious faith 
understand the influence of religion on individuals, communities and societies 
understand significant common and divergent views between and/or within religions and beliefs 
apply knowledge and understanding in order to analyse questions related to religious beliefs and values 
construct well-informed and balanced arguments on matters concerned with religious beliefs and values set out in the subject content. 

 



 
Fundamental British 
Values – Mutual Respect 

Component 1, Theme 2. 
Good and Evil 

Students will know non-
religious perspectives as 
well as a range of Christian 
beliefs and teachings on:  
 
● What makes an act 

wrong?  
● Absolute and relative 

morality  
● Aims of punishment 

and justice  
● The treatment of 

criminals  
 

Cultural Capital – 
Comprehending the 
concept of justice. 
 
 
Component 1; Theme 3. 

Life and Death 

Students will know non-
religious perspectives as 
well as a range of Christian 
beliefs and teachings on:  
 
● The origins of human 

life and of the 

universe.  

● How we should treat 

the environment.  

● Abortion 

 

  

Cultural Capital – Realising 
what are and are not 
appropriate topics to bring 
up in conversation. 
 
 
Component 1; Theme 4. 

Human Rights  

Students will know non-
religious perspectives as 
well as a range of Christian 
beliefs and teachings on:  
 
● Practices that 

promote equality: 
agape in action  

● Examples of personal 
beliefs conflicting with 
the laws of the 
country, specifically 
Malala, Raza, Martin 
Luther King.  

● What censorship, 
freedom of religious 
expression and 
religious extremism 
mean and the impact 
on societies. 

 

● Actions taken by 
charities to alleviate 
poverty.  

Fundamental British 

Values – Individual Liberty 

and Rule of Law.  

Cultural Capital -  

Understanding the concept 

of justice , freedom and 

human rights.  

 

Component 2; Christian 
Beliefs  
 
Students will know beliefs 
and teachings about:  
 
● The nature of God 

including omnipotent, 
transcendence, 
omniscience and the 
trinity.  

● The problem of evil 
and the responses to 
it.  

● Views of creation 
including the word 
and spirit.  

●  

Component 3; Buddhist 
Beliefs  
Students will know beliefs 
and teachings about:  
 
● The Four Noble Truths 

and their importance.  

● Interpretations of 
nirvana, samsara & 
enlightenment 

 

Tier 3 Vocabulary Relationships 
Adultery  
Divorce  
Cohabitation  
Commitment  
Contraception  
Gender  
Responsibilities 
Roles  
Annulment 
Precept 
Authority 
Catholic 
Anglican 
 

Good and Evil 
Forgiveness 
Justice 
Relative/absolute Morality 
Sin 
Conscience 
Virtues 
Retribution 
Deterrence 
Reformation 
Good  
Evil  
Forgiveness  
Free Will 
Justice 

Life and Death 
Evolution  
Big Bang  
Ex Nihilo 
Literal  
Liberal 
Stewardship; 
Environmental, 
sustainability;  
Global Citizenship; 
Dominion 
Sacred  
Ensoulment  
Pro Life 
Pro Choice  

Human Rights  
Censorship 
Discrimination 
Extremism 
Human rights 
Personal conviction 
Prejudice 
Relative and absolute 
poverty 
Social justice 
Apage 

Christian Beliefs  
Omnipotent  
Omnibenevolent  
Trinity  
Incarnation  
Atonement  
Resurrection  
Sacraments 
Evangelism  
Monotheism  
Literalist 
Liberalist  
Salvation  
Crucifixion  
Ascension  



Morality  
Punishment  
Sin  
Suffering 

Abortion 
Termination 
Euthanasia  
Active 
Passive 
Voluntary 
Involuntary  
Passive 
Hospice 
Rite  
Eulogy  
Committal 
Ihram 
Shahadah 
Ghusl  
Celebrant 
 

 

 Year 11 

 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

 Component 3; Buddhist 
Beliefs  
Students will know beliefs 
and teachings about:  
 
● Events surrounding 

the Buddha’s life 

specifically his birth, 4 

sights, ascetism and 

enlightenment.  

● The three marks of 

existence and their 

importance.  

● The aims of -  

Bodhissattva, Arhat.  

● Interpretations of 

Theravada and 

Mahayana Buddhists 

to do with the human 

personality.  

 

Component 2; Christian 
Practices  
Students will know beliefs 
and teachings about:  
● The significance and 

meaning of baptism 

and the eucharist 

including the varied 

ways they are 

celebrated.  

● The role and 

importance of 

pilgrimage and 

celebrations including: 

Lourdes.  Taize and 

Walsingham. 

● The significance of 

Christmas and Easter  

● Role of the Church in 

the worldwide 

community including 

Component 3; Buddhist 
Practices  
Students will know beliefs 
and teachings about:  
● Why puja is and the 

use and purpose of 

shrines, Viharas and 

temples.  

● A comparison of 

temples in the UK in 

contrast to others 

worldwide.  

● What  

● The significant of 

festivals including 

Kathina, Wesak and 

Parinirvana Day.  

● What happens and 

its significance at a 

Theravada, Tibetan 

and Japanese 

funeral.  

Revision and exam 
practice 

Exams Start Exams start 



Fundamental British 
Values – Tolerance and 
respect  
Cultural Capital – 
Appreciating the roles that 
Buddhist practices has on 
life in the UK.  
 
 
 
Component 2; Christian 
Practices  
Students will know beliefs 
and teachings about:  
● Liturgical and non-

liturgical worship and 

examples.  

● Prayer and its 

significance 

 

an analysis of the 

census.  

● The role the Church 

has in reconciliation 

including Evangelism, 

Mission, Ecumenical 

Society and The World 

Council of Churches.  

● Forms of persecution, 

specifically The 

Troubles in NI.  

 
Cultural Capital  
Appreciating the influence 
that religious culture still 
has on life in the UK 
Fundamental British 
Values – Tolerance 
 

● Types of meditation 

including Samatha, 

Vipassana and 

Mettbhavana.  

 
Fundamental British 
Values – Tolerance 
Cultural Capital – 
Understanding the roles 
religion plays across the 
world.  
 

Tier 3 Vocabulary  Component 3; Buddhist 
Beliefs  
Theravada  
Mahayana 
Buddha-nature 
Arhat ideals 
Bodhisattva Ideals  
Buddhahood 
Pure Land  
Karma 
Rebirth  
Compassion (karuna) 
Loving 
Kindness (metta) 
Paramitas 
Chanting 
Enlightenment 
Renunciation 
Pratityasamutpada 
Dukkha 
Anicca 
Anatta 
Nirvana 
Samsara  
Metta  
Dukkka  

Component 2; Christian 
Practices  
Types of prayer – 
Supplication; Confession;  
Adoration;  
Confession 
Liturgical  
Non-Liturgical  
Sacrament  
Eucharist  
Baptism  
Christmas  
Easter  
Sacraments 
Evangelism  
Monotheism  
Literalist 
Liberalist  
 

Component 3; Buddhist 
Practices  
Dana 
Samantha  
Vipassana 
meditation 
Vassa 
malas 
mantras 
puja 
mudras 
almsgiving 
Wesak 
Kathina 
Mettbhavana 
Vihara 
 

   



Kamma  
Magga  
Triratna 
 

How can you help 
your child engage 
with the content? 

Read with your child – reading is a vital skills to access the GCSE curriculum. Reading is also vital in understanding what’s happing in the world. When we study war and conflict, it 

would be great for them to know about current affairs for example.  

Ask them what they’re learning about today – RE often causes some great debates around the dinner table!  

Watch the news, read the newspaper.  

Talk about what’s happening in the world and get them discussing it with you.  

Curriculum 
Opportunities  

We aim to inspire a love for religious culture and traditions by providing students with real-world experiences. To truly engage with faith, they need to see it in practice. Our 
students visit a local Buddhist temple, a Quaker meeting house, and the local Parish Church, gaining first hand insight into different religious traditions. 

We also welcome speakers from various faiths for interactive Q&A sessions, allowing students to explore diverse perspectives. 

Beyond the curriculum, our Philosophy and Politics clubs are thriving, tackling profound questions about the meaning of life. These clubs help students develop key skills in oracy, 
discussion, and argumentation. 

To support academic success, we offer masterclass sessions throughout the year for targeted student groups. Additionally, revision sessions for all students are scheduled from 
February in Year 11 to ensure students are well-prepared for their exams. 

 

Career Links At KKS, we believe that studying religion equips our students with a deeper appreciation of diverse perspectives they will encounter in the wider world. Developing an awareness of 
cultural sensitivities is essential for understanding both the motivations of others and their own beliefs. Through our thematic studies at GCSE, students engage with moral and 
philosophical dilemmas, preparing them for discussions at university and in their future careers. 

Religious Education provides a direct pathway to careers such as chaplaincy, lecturing, and teaching. However, the skills developed in this subject—critical thinking, empathy, and 
ethical reasoning—are highly valued across a wide range of professions. Careers in social work, counselling, mediation, community development, and law enforcement all benefit 
from the analytical and interpersonal skills fostered through RE. 

Take a look at this for further inspiration about jobs and careers in RE. 

https://resources.careersandenterprise.co.uk/sites/default/files/2022-08/1558_My%20Learning%20My%20Future_Religious%20Studies_Completed.pdf 
 

 

 

https://resources.careersandenterprise.co.uk/sites/default/files/2022-08/1558_My%20Learning%20My%20Future_Religious%20Studies_Completed.pdf

